
Essay Outline  
 
Prompt/Question: Can beauty help us become better people—as individuals and as a society? 
Use Armstrong’s essay, two podcast, outside essay, experiences and values to “answer question” 
and form argument.  
 
Working Thesis: Beauty can be interpreted in different ways based on perception which is gained 
through connections in a community leading to variations in society. 
 
 *DD= developmental Detail* 
DD: Talk about your take on sense drive and form drive-view of beauty 

● Armstrong- use evidence to explain his theory verses your own opinion and take away 
● When I see something beautiful how do I react (example) 
● Use outside article to explain how different take on brain processing and philosophical 

take.  
DD: Beauty is in the eye of the beholder 

● I see beauty as within someone not as something tangible but intangible. (metaphorically) 
(experience as support)  

● When looking at something I see beauty in what the image represents/symbolizes not the 
surface. (use own podcast as evidence when Heather talks about beauty is in the eye of 
beholder).  

● Personal example: My clauddagh ring means a lot to me. But it's not because it has turned 
into a pop culture symbol of relationship status but what it meant in the past. In Irish 
history the clauddagh symbolizes love, loyalty and friendship. This shows how a 
beautiful symbol has changed due to society but when looking beyond that into the past 
who learn the true meaning which can cause people see things differently.  

DD: Perception develops from within community.  
● My perception and view on beauty. Use real world example. Talk about inner self. Use 

Terry and Alex podcast to help support (self-definition). 
● Surroundings, how is society set up, how do americans view beauty based on world.  

 


