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e of literacy and identifying
Ves ne acy "winners” because they
the most awards and prizes to show for their
~ work. Still other students adopted the identity
that through application and diligence they will
better themselveés,

On the other hand, not all the identities stu-
dents adopt in literacy narratives are empowering
or positive. Paterson (2003 ) also found students
who wrote about being stigmatized through their
hiteracy experiences, particula rly in school where
the student is the victim of bad or insensitive teach-

5 g (Examples of this identity are in two stories
virimy students, the ones who had their work de-
«d—either physically or psychologically—
v ‘heir 1zachers.) Such students, Paterson noted,
vroie about themselves as being invisible or
' metaphors about being unelean or outcast
from the world of literacy,

/ / There are some students who rebel against
“ the established hierarchy or values of literacy.
Ma hzeé They portray themselves as bucking conventions
: or resisting the consumer-oriented approach to
“aNNs ol .¢,/ literacy that other students embrace. Yet they re-
fuse to portray themselves as helpless victims.
. A Instead, they choose to dismiss the values and as-
‘rebels signments of the mainstream education, while of-
ten displaying what they consider their true
literacy talents (Paterson, 2003),

purcust’

/ Itis also intriguing to consider the identities
View ' He fwammarforf chers'in such narratives,
7&} , ynes These cover a great range and include heroes,
) i martinets, nurturers, and buffoons—to name
en { 2 "¢ only a few. Such constructions are interesting
T +1e el enough in themselves, but when placed beside
- . ves teachers write about their experiences
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onér o} them. Who is

most powerful person, m& :
person? Do these l'd“

and how? When writing
students are primarily ¢

ple exercise, students can begin
construct identities when they s
bit further, we can ask students to
m.‘ ics o

find they want to revise their wr
to see that writing about people :
choices that ¢ et
ties. More important is that
students how they (in the wa
struct and portray particul
wntmg and that such portr
control,

Another exercise is to
they describe the ch
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