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] WHAT THE INTERNET IS DOING TO OUR BRAINS

: By Nicholas Carr

J Ilustration by Guy Billout

"Dave, stop. Stop, will you? Stop, Dave. will you stop, Dave?” So the supercomputer HAL pleads with

the implacable astronaut Dave Bowman in a famous and weirdly poignant scene toward the end of

Stanley Kubrick’s 2001: A Space Odyssey. Bowman, having nearly been sent to a deep-space death by

the malfunctioning machine, is calmly, coldly disconnecting the memory circuits that control its

artificial “ brain. “Dave, my mind is going,” HAL says, forlornly. “I can feel it. I can feel it.” mi nc(/
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I can feel it, too. Over the'pastiew y: e
- brain; remapping the neural circt

mind isn’t going—so far as I can tell—but it’s changing. I'm not thinking the way I used to think. I can
feel it most strongly when I'm reading. Immersing myself in a book or a lengthy article used to be easy.
My mind would get caught up i1 the narrative or the turns of the argument, and I'd spend hours

strolling through long stretch That's rarely the 156 anyimoredNow my concentration often
starts to drift after two or hree pagest se to
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