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core'cosmopolitan who regards her friends and fellow citizens with icy impartiality. The position worth
defending might be called (in both senses) a partial cosmopolitanism. e~ 1€ ‘Z) oL & nesLeC o)
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There’s a striking passage, to this point, in George Eliot’s Daniel Deronda, published in 1876, which was, as it €otr TE.
happens, the year when England’s first — and, so far, last — Jewish prime minister, Benjamin Disraeli, was

elevated to the peerage as Earl of Beaconsfield. Disraeli, though baptized and brought up in the Church of

England, always had a proud consciousness of his Jewish ancestry (given the family name, which his father

spelled D’Israeli, it would have been hard to ignore). But Deronda, who has been raised in England as a

Christian gentleman, discovers his Jewish ancestry only as an adult; and his response is to commit himself
to the furtherance of his “hereditary people”: e QRS S DI e Q’“f :w\t‘\ Jor Q‘M‘q
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It was as if he had found an added soul in finding his ancestry — his judgment no longef wandering in the T
mazes of impartial sympathy, but choosing, with the noble partiality which is man’s best strength, the closer
fellowship that makes sympathy practical — exchanging that bird’s-eye reasonableness which soars to avoid

preference and loses all sense of quality, for the generous reasonableness of drawing shoulder to shoulder

with men of like inheritance.
Notice that in claiming a Jewish loyalty — an “added soul” — Deronda is not rejecting a human one. Ashe ¥e  owXreS
says to his mother, “I think it would have been right that I should have been brought up with the \i&& fecple oR

consciousness that I was a Jew, but it must always have been a good to me to have as wide an instruction Powes as
after all, who has earlier explained his decision to @) \dence o

and sympathy as possible.” This is the same Deronda,
study abroad in these eminently cosmopolitan terms: “I want to be an Englishman, but I want to ‘_?:UWON Yhe

understand other points of view. And I want to get rid of a merely English attitude in studies”# Loyalties CO%SW@“%M
and local allegiances determine more than what we want; they determine who we are. And Eliot’s talk of

the “closer fellowship that makes sympathy practical” echoes Cicero’s claim that “society and human

fellowship will be best served if we confer the most kindness on those with whom we are most closely

associated.”® A creed that disdains the partialities of kinfolk and community may have a past, but it has no
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In the final message my father left for me and my sisters, he wrote, “Remember you are citizens of the
world.” But as a leader of the independence movement in what was then the Gold Coast, he never saw a
conflict between local partialities and a universal morality — between being part of the place you were and
a part of a broader human community. Raised with this fatherand an English mother; who was both deeply

connected to ourfamily in England and fully rooted in Ghana, where she has now lived for half a century, I

always had a sense of family and tribe that was multiple and overlapping: nothing could have seemed :
* ‘more commonplace.  Thws velokes boek &o o lok of @tRteuities Ame 3
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15 Surely nothing is more commonplace. In geological terms, it has been a blink of an eye since human U5 3 vot |
Loemlives b

beings first left Africa, and there are few spots where we have not found habitation. The urge to migrate is : AL
most of those who have learned the languages oMe Crom

no less “natural” than the urge to settle. At the same time,
and customs of other places haven't done so out of mere curiosity. A few were looking for food for thought;
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