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Our Conversation Plight Thanks to Technology
Technology is something that I have known for a good half of my life. Nearly everywhere I look, I see it, from grocery stores to my home and even in my schools. It is pretty hard to ignore the abundance of technology around every corner in our daily lives. It does a lot for us as well, as we have relied on technology to solve many of our problems. However, it seems to also be causing a lot of new problems, specifically in terms of social problems. Sherry Turkle is a joint doctorate holder of sociology and personality psychology from Harvard, is a professor of the Social Studies of Science and Technology and the director of the initiative on Technology and self at M.I.T. She has written ten books, all centered around this idea of technology and the self. The essay I wish to focus on is an excerpt from one of her books, The Empathy Diaries: A Memoir (2021). In this excerpt, Turkle describes the effect technology has had on people of all age’s ability to properly communicate with each other, as we seem to recede from the real world and rely on a release from it within our screens, and how this is affecting our ability to be empathetic. However, I believe what she fails to realize is that the effects of technology are more of a gray area than simply an all encompassing evil. What I hope to bring to light in this essay is the problems we, as a society, are having to reckon with due to the booming of digital technology, and the ways in which it continues to coincidently help us as well.	Comment by Tyler Pelletier: Avoid the use of words like pretty, very, and things. not very descriptive,	Comment by Tyler Pelletier: this is very infromative
	Comment by Tyler Pelletier: good	Comment by Tyler Pelletier: “all-encompassing”
Something that a lot of people, Turkle included, seem to be really worried about is the effects this reliance on digital technology is having on specifically young children. This reliance does cause issues with children, but I don’t believe we’re looking at the correct ones, as well as in adults. In one section of her essay, Turkle warns,

We begin to think of ourselves as a tribe of one, loyal to our own party. We check our messages during a quiet moment or when the pull of the online world simply feels irresistible. Even children text each other rather than talk face-to-face with friends - or, for that matter, rather than daydream, where they can take time alone with their thoughts (344). 

In other words, with the increasing use of digital technology, it furthers us away from one another and hampers the ability for children and/or adults to ever gain true connections with one another, or to even allow children to be creative. It is true that as of right now, technology does indeed have a grasp on people’s attention spans and does lead to them using technology as a way of escaping the moment, and oftentimes it can be considered an addiction, and even can turn us into solitary people. Albeit, I believe saying children lose the ability to daydream altogether just due to a few screens is a little dramatic. It is almost hard coded into young children to be creative and imaginative. A screen does not stop them from doing that, it just alters the ways in which they outwardly express that creativity. However, one point she does talk about is the fact that children seem to be running away from talking to each other and would rather use their phones to communicate (344), which is something that I believe we can see not only in our children, but in ourselves. I cannot count the number of times someone who is maybe in the room next to me or close by has decided to text me a question rather than walk over to me and ask it. This reliance on technology to lead conversations is a concerning development and that is something I believe we should truly be focused on understanding. It is the loss of empathy that truly scares me, not so much this far-fetched idea that our children are losing their creativity. After all, technology has helped to get a lot of creativity all over the world.	Comment by Tyler Pelletier: this s a good claim/stance	Comment by Tyler Pelletier: nice!
Technology, at the very least digital kinds, has spread knowledge and helped us to understand our world at such a rapid pace that it is incredible we as humans can even keep up with it. However, there is a misunderstanding when it comes to our use of technology, it gives us information but doesn’t give us wisdom. Later, Turkle brings up this point that knowledge and wisdom are two different things, specifically with teaching, saying, “[...]conversations with a good teacher communicate that learning is not all about the answers. It is about what the answers mean” (347). Basically, what she is saying is that what teachers really want out of their students is for them to question the answers and look deeper into them. When you “Google” something, it doesn’t really matter what it means most of the time, you’re just looking for an answer, but when you want to understand what something means, you would have a teacher show you it or teach it to you. For that to happen, you have to enter into a conversation with the answer or question itself. Only by engaging with it can you truly begin to understand a topic. This is very helpful when I’m trying to learn math because I start thinking about how it is used in the real world and asking, “does this work in this situation?” These are the essentials of what teachers are trying to help their students to understand, to wonder and question. This exploration into a deeper understanding of the world is something that digital technology has a hard time accomplishing. However, it does do something that I believe Turkle missed; it forms connections. 	Comment by Tyler Pelletier: technology;	Comment by Tyler Pelletier: Nice example to connect the two thoughts	Comment by Tyler Pelletier: “Does”
[bookmark: _Int_FxNhIXLI]From personal experience, I have seen the ways in which technology has formed great and inclusive communities that I have never seen anywhere else. People from all over the world can gather, talk to each other, and help others to be in safe spaces to talk about things that would otherwise be controversial in public, such as racial issues, sexuality discussions, and others. However, as Turkle seems to like to see it, she believes that technology has done the exact opposite of that, arguing that, “We hide from each other even as we’re constantly connected to each other. For on our screens, we are tempted to present ourselves as we would like to be. Of course, performance is part of any meeting, anywhere, but online and at our leisure, it is easy to compose, edit, and improve as we revise” (344). In a sense, she is trying to pass this idea that being yourself online is only allowed because we can perfect ourselves in our messages, making each message an exact replica of what we want others to view us as, while in face-to-face conversations, that ability to edit our words goes away, making it more visceral. I don’t want to discredit her. I do believe that yes, we do indeed have a chance to correct messages that might get taken the wrong way by the receiver, but we do not just say the first things that come to mind in day-to-day interactions. If we were to focus on just important conversations, like trying to resolve an argument you’ve been having with a friend, you do not just walk up to them and say whatever comes to mind. You take some time for yourself to think it through and form your cloud of thoughts into something coherent. It is not really different online; we take the time to understand the other person as best we can and then form a response or just a message to them. Then when she decides to bring up being yourself online compared to being yourself in the real world, she doesn’t actually explain it. Something that I have seen as a pattern by a lot of older people, specially from Turkle’s generation, is that kids nowadays want to express who they really are. The reason the online world has such a draw for these kids is because it is the only space where they can be who they truly want to be without the ridicule of the older generations, as was just displayed. It is almost as if that generation just wants everyone else to fit into a predisposed mold created for them. Technology isn’t stopping expression or creativity as Turkle seems to believe, but perhaps there are other reasons for this. 	Comment by Tyler Pelletier: Consider just saying “replica”	Comment by Tyler Pelletier: Good way to explain the balancing act of opinions	Comment by Tyler Pelletier: especially
Sherry Turkle is, indeed, a well meaning researcher, looking into something that has indeed begun to infest our society; this fleeing from conversation	Comment by Tyler Pelletier: Overall, this is a strong paper. You do a very nice job of explaining both sides and taking a stand when it is necessary. Wtih just a few corrections you will have a great paper!
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